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An Interview With: 
  

BART BRYANT 
 
 

JOEL SCHUCHMANN:  Bart Bryant, thank 
you for joining us.  Nice round today, 69, 4-under 
par.  You talked about this on the way up, I don't 
know if last year you would have predicted you 
would have made the first two birdies of the 2005 
PGA TOUR season, but you're off to a great start. 
 BART BRYANT:  Thank you.  I would not 
have predicted that, that's for sure.  I go out, to 
shoot 69 today is a very gratifying.  I gave a couple 
away with 3-putts but there's a serious learning 
curve on these greens.  It's hard to go around 
there.  Hopefully as the week goes on, I'll figure out 
the greens more.  But having said that, I made 
some good putts as, well. 
 JOEL SCHUCHMANN:  The conditions, 
it's pretty benign out there, not a ton of wind, but 
you mentioned the greens are probably some of 
the hardest on the PGA TOUR.  
 BART BRYANT:  As far as the conditions 
go, it's a little softer this year, not that I've played 
here before but from what I've seen on TV, the 
course is maybe playing a little bit longer, although 
it's starting to firm up just a little bit.  The wind was 
a little bit different direction today from what I 
played in the practice rounds, so I played a little bit 
different golf course.  
 And as far as the greens go, I mean, like I 
said, there is a learning curve, it's tough to figure 
them out it really.  I had a couple of putts that 
made me look really stupid today, I thought it was 
going one way and it went the other.  It's amazing 
the pull the ocean has on the ball.  But everybody's 
got to deal with it.  If you're good enough you get to 
come here more often and learn them better.  
That's my goal.  
 JOEL SCHUCHMANN:  After winning your 
first TOUR event last year, talk about heading into 
2005, with a two-year exemption, your goals and 
aspirations; you probably have adjusted them 
since winning the Texas Valero Open.  
 BART BRYANT:  Well, obviously not going 
to Q-School, I've been there so many times, so to 
not have to do that.  And then to be able to pick my 
schedule this year, I'll be able to play the 
invitationals.  I'm already in the PGA 
Championship, so I'll be playing some 

tournaments that I'm not used to playing.  I'm really 
looking forward to that.  That's the biggest change 
for me, looking at the schedule and going, I want to 
play here and I want to play here, instead of 
somebody calling me up and saying, "Can you play 
here?"  That's going to be fun and that will be the 
biggest difference for me. 
 My teacher and I, Ronny Lott (ph) have 
talked about what we'd like to accomplish this year.  
We've worked hard on my putting and bunker play.  
I want to be 50 percent better on my bunker play 
this year and I want to move up in the putting 
ranks, so if I do those two things I'll become a 
much better player.  
 Also, I'd like to contend to win more 
tournaments.  I think I had one Top-10 last year 
and it was a win.  So I'd like to have more Top-10s 
and have chances to at least contend and win golf 
tournaments.  I think that will make it a lot more. 
 
 Q.  How much could the golf course 
change if we get the winds that Kapalua is 
going for, if the wind is maybe 15 to 20 instead 
of what it was today, what the difference might 
be?  
 BART BRYANT:  Well, I'm assuming it 
would change a lot.  Not having played here, you 
know, under different conditions before, it's hard 
for me to know.  But I'm assuming from watching it 
on TV that, you know, it could become a whole 
different golf course.  You know, if the greens got 
really firm, if the fairways started rolling, it will 
shorten some of the holes but it would make your 
approach shots tougher.  It could lengthen some of 
the other holes.  
 So, yeah, I mean we start getting 20-, 25-
mile-an-hour winds, it will be a whole different golf 
course.  We'll wait and see if that happens.  
 
 Q.  This is an early start for you.  What 
was your anticipation coming into this week?  
 BART BRYANT:  You know, it's funny, I 
didn't really know what to anticipate.  I was hoping 
I'd come over and get off to a good start and play 
well.  But I really didn't know for sure.  
 You know, this is kind of ground-breaking 
territory for me, playing in this field of 31 guys 
against Retief and Ernie and Tiger and Vijay.  It's 
certainly a dream come true.  But I was not sure 
exactly how I'd handle it and I was pretty calm 
today, you know, went out and played a good solid 
round so hopefully I can continue that. 
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 Q.  How did you play 18 today and what 
do you think of that hole? 
 BART BRYANT:  I played 18 pretty well.  I 
think it's a great hole, first of all.  I think it's a really 
great finishing hole.  I was watching the 2000 or 
2001, they had it on Golf Channel a couple nights 
ago, and Tiger and Ernie come down for a playoff 
and I think they both eagled the last one.  It 
creates a lot of drama. 
 As far as the way I played it today, I hit the 
best drive I could hit, the best 3-wood I could hit 
and I still had about 66 yards to the pin or so.  I 
tried to land it on that slope and roll it back, and, 
you know, it's just really going around and seeing 
the course from all angles a few times really helps.  
I didn't really play the right shot my first shot and 
now I know.  Next time I play the shot hopefully I 
will handle it better. 
 
 Q.  Is it playing typically longer than it 
might play?  
 BART BRYANT:  I'm assuming it's playing 
longer than it would normally play, yes. 
 
 Q.  What was the first thought through 
your head when you won that tournament last 
year?  
 BART BRYANT:  Well, honestly it was a 
two-year exemption.  I won fairly late in the year, 
so, you know, knowing that I was going to avoid 
Tour School and have a two-year exemption, that 
was the first thought that went through my head.  
It's amazing, all of the guys were congratulating 
me and at least half of the guys, first thing out of 
their mouth was, "You're going to Kapalua."  So 
that tells you how it ranks with guys on the Tour, to 
get a win means you go play Kapalua, and now I 
understand why.  I mean, these people here treat 
you so good.  We do not deserve how they treat 
us, it is really awesome. 
 
 Q.  We say that, too, and we're only the 
writers.  
 BART BRYANT:  (Laughs). 
 
 Q.  What is it going to take this week to 
win, as far as a number, is it going to take three 
more 69s to get to 15, 16 (under)? 
 BART BRYANT:  I would assume 
somebody would get it between 15 and 20.  But 
having said that, Ernie, didn't he shoot like 31-
under?  I'm not even sure.  Last year Stuart shot in 
the 20s.  
 So for me this course, looking at it today 
and playing it, I'm thinking 19 or 20 would get it 

done.  But these guys are so good, you know, who 
knows.  Someone could just go crazy and shoot, 
you know, stupid low, which happens occasionally.  
 But I would say 19 or 20, under these 
conditions, would have a good chance of winning.  
But I've been way off before.  
 
 Q.  Some guys go along shooting pretty 
much where they want, like 69, 70, 68 and then 
some people shoot stupid low.  What kind of 
player are you?  
 BART BRYANT:  Well, it's funny.  I've 
always considered myself to be a very consistent 
type player, but this past year, I actually missed 
more cuts than I've missed my whole career.  In 
the same breath, I had more -- it seemed like I had 
more 11th to 25th finishes, and I had a win.  
 So, you know it seemed like I'm sort of 
getting more that way, figuring out that when you 
play good, you've got to play real good.  And when 
you play bad as everybody does, it just doesn't 
matter that much.  I spent a lot of time for a lot of 
years grinding it out, working hard and finishing 
60th, whereas this year I was finding a way to 
maybe not play my best but finish 30th or 35th, 
and there's a big difference from the money 
breakdown at that point on the Money List.  So 
hopefully I'm learning how to be more inconsistent 
and I know that sounds really crazy but that's the 
way the TOUR is set up.  If you want to play really 
good or really bad, who cares, that's just the way it 
is. 
 
 Q.  So you're trying to be a stupid-low 
player? 
 BART BRYANT:  I'm trying to be a stupid-
low player.  I've got the "stupid" down.  Now trying 
to get "low" down, too. 
 
 Q.  Is this week just gravy for you or 
would you like to get off to a great start or what 
do you have in mind? 
 BART BRYANT:  I would like to get off to a 
great start but in the same breath, it's gravy.  
 You know, I've got my wife with me this 
week, left our two girls at home.  I have a 16-year-
old and an 11-year-old.  Seriously, this is for my 
wife.  She has been through so much with me.  I've 
had several surgeries and injuries and at times, 
just almost looked crazy to stick with it and she 
stuck with me and never suggested I do something 
else.  In fact, she said, "Go for it, keep doing it.  
You're going to make it."  So in my mind, this is for 
her, and I just said, "Cathy, we're going to get the  
girls taken care of."  So in one sense it's for me, 



 

                                        …when all is said, we’re done 
FastScripts  by ASAP Sports 
t. 800.992.1889   f. 212.385-0349 
         visit our archives at www.asapsports.com 

3 
B. Bryant 1.6.05 

my wife, it's gravy and on the other hand, the golfer 
side of me saying, go out there and do something. 
 JOEL SCHUCHMANN:  Let's touch on 
your round quickly and we'll take one final 
question.  You started on the front side as I 
mentioned the first birdie of the season on No. 1. 
 BART BRYANT:  No. 1, I hit a 7-iron in 
there just to the left and rolled down.  I had 22- to a 
20-foot putt.  Fred had putted before me so I got a 
good sense of the speed.  Just happened to hit it in 
and make it.  Great way to start the year for sure.  
 3, I hit a good drive, just a little old wedge 
right at the pin about 12 feet and made a real nice 
putt.  
 7, bogey, was a 3-putt.  I played that hole 
in the practice rounds and the ball had really 
released.  Today the wind turned a little bit and 
actually got caught and didn't release down to the 
green and had a real long 2-putt and ended up 
missing about a 2-footer on my second putt and 
made a bogey.  
 9, I hit it just short in two.  I made a real 
nice chip and made a 6-footer straight up the hill. 
 12 was playing downwind today, so you 
could drive it all the way down on top of the hill.  
It's almost like a little chip-wedge in there about 
eight to ten feet left of the hole and just made a 
real nice putt.  
 Then I birdied the next hole and lost it a 
little left just barely in the rough, that green where 
the pin was you could throw it right of the green 
and let it roll down and I caught the ridge just 
perfect and rolled it down to about five feet.  It was 
a tough putt but made that one as well. 
 The par 5, No. 15, I believe, I hit a real 
nice 4-wood in there about 18 feet, had a nice 
eagle putt, just didn't break as much as I thought, 
but hit a good putt and made a nice birdie. 
 17, again, I just played a little conservative 
on my second shot and left it a little right, 
protecting that left gunch over there and had a long 
2-putt and again, just kind of got fooled by the 
ocean.  It's weird how some of these greens work.  
Missed the 4- or 5-footer.  
 JOEL SCHUCHMANN:  Any more 
questions?  Okay.  Bart Bryant, thank you.   
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